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Tick Facts and Life Cycle

Tick-borne diseases in our area
Lyme Disease
Anaplasmaosis
Babesiosis
Other emerging diseases

Prevention for Strategies for Humans and Pets
Tick-borne disecases are preveniable—
knowledge Is power



Ti cks are ectoparasit es
blood of a large group of animals
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Unlike mosquitoes that feed guickly, ticks
are designed to stay a while.

The barbed hooks on their mouthpart,
called a hypostome, are the reason why
ticks cannot just be brushed off.




Species

Deer Tick

Ixodes
scapularis

Dog Tick
Dermacentor
variabilis

Lone Star Tick

Amblyomma
americanum

Brown Dog
Tick
Rhipicephalus
sanguineus
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i’ﬁTickEncounter Resource Center Ixodes scapularis (Blacklegged ticks or Deer ticks)




Blacklegged ticks search for a host from
the tips of low -lying vegetation and
shrubs, not from trees.

Generally , ticks attach to a person or

animal near ground level, then climb up
Designed to latch onto any creature that brushes up against it

.




Adult 0 Sesame Seed Sized

Male (Black)
Female (Black/Red)

Nymph 0o Poppy Seed Sized

Blacklegged Tick (Ixodes scapularis)

adult adult

female nymph
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Deer ticks live in wooded, bru_shy‘éféaé that
provide food and cover for white -footed
mice, deer and other mammals.

Thishabitat also provides the  humidity ticks
need to survive .

Exposure to ticks may be greatest in the
woods (especially along trails) and the
fringe area between the woods and

border.

Our neighborhoods have é‘g LiE
encroached into deer tick habitat



Deer Tick Life Stages
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Four Stages — Egg,
Larva, Nymph & Adult

Two year life cycle

Ticks feed only ONCE
as a Larva, Nymph &
Adult...3 meals total




7 Riskof "\
hurnan
infection

greatestin

~ late spring

"\ and summer_Z

SPRING

SUMMER

FALL

COC/OVBID

The Lyme Disease Cycle

1. Larval ticks feed and
acquire the disease from
an infected host such as
a mouse or a bird.

2. Nymph ticks retain
and transmit the disease
back to mice and

birdsii and HUMANS.

3. Deer and other larger
vertebrates (including
HUMANS) provide the
blood meal for adult
female ticks to lay

eggs




The greatest risk of infection...

is NOT from the deer tick adults

-Most active Fall and Spring
-About 50% carry Lyme

-Attach and feed 6-7 days

-Bite is more likely to be detected

...it'’s from the nymph stage

-Late May into August
-About 20% carry Lyme
-Attach and feed 4-5 days
-Bite is difficult to detect







